
¡Animales!  

Civility, Disorder, and Class Tensions in Argentinean Football, 

1955–1970 

Rwany Sibaja 

Dissertation Prospectus 

Department of History and Art History 

College of Humanities and Social Sciences 

George Mason University 

Submitted August 22, 2011 

 

Dissertation committee  

Dr. Matthew Karush, Department of History and Art History, Committee Chair 

Dr. Joan Bristol, Department of History and Art History 

Dr. John Nauright, Director of the Academy of International Sport, School of Recreation, 

Health, and Tourism 



 2 

Introduction and Historical Overview 

After a hard-fought victory against Argentina during the quarterfinals of the 1966 World 

Cup of football, English coach Alf Ramsey offered a rather blunt assessment of his opponents: 

“We have still to produce our best football. It will come against the right type of opposition, the 

team who come[s] out to play football, not act as animals.”1 Argentinean journalists and 

politicians were livid at a characterization that simultaneously questioned the abilities of its 

football players and the character of the nation. Ramsey’s words typified what some perceived a 

long-held English disdain the inferior and “barbarous” South American culture.  

Such an English attitude would have been much more common at the turn of the century, 

when British émigrés and the Argentine elite believed that the country needed civility and order. 

Massive waves of working-class immigrants threatened to undermine the nation’s economic 

progress. British entrepreneurs encouraged the use of sports as a means to instill in workers 

discipline through ideas of sportsmanship and “fair play.”2 Between the 1880s and 1940s, 

football—a sport first organized in Britain—became an integral part of Rioplatense identity.3 

Although fan violence and disorders occurred sporadically during the first decades of the 

twentieth century, by 1966 outside observers viewed Argentina largely as a modern, progressive, 

and industrialized nation. Ramsey’s statement, however, came only weeks after the third military 

coup in a decade. In a bid to restore order and stability after the turbulent era of Juan Perón, 

military leaders enacted a series of anti-Peronist measures but eventually gave way to free 
                                                
1    La Prensa, 7/25/1966, 13. 
2    Patrick F. McDevitt, May the Best Man Win: Sport, Masculinity, and Nationalism in Great Britain and the 

Empire, 1880-1935 (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2004), 5-6. The use of sports as a “civilizing” instrument 
was common throughout the British Empire and other areas similar to Argentina—Brazil, Uruguay, and Chile—
that held strong economic ties and trading relations with the United Kingdom. Rugby, polo, and cricket also 
gained popularity in Argentina at the turn-of-the-century. 

3    Rioplatense is a term used for the region of Uruguay and Argentina: two countries separated by the Rio de la 
Plata. More typically, the term refers to the culture and people from the two capital (and port) cities across the 
river: Montevideo and Buenos Aires. 
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elections and constitutional democratic governments under Arturo Frondizi (1958-1962) and 

Arturo Illia (1963-1966). Frondizi’s program of desarollismo (or “developmentalism”) shaped a 

decade of new initiatives seeking measured and scientific solutions to the country’s economic 

stagnation.4 At its heart, developmentalism envisioned the middle class as instrumental to 

bridging traditional class divides, restoring order and stability, and encouraging foreign 

investment in the Argentine economy.5  In this way, Frondizi hoped to overcome the political 

stalemate created by the polarization of society into Peronist and anti-Peronist factions. 

Reforms in Argentine football targeted similar goals to those of desarollismo  Just as 

Frondizi invited foreign investment as a way to modernize the Argentine industrial sector, 

Argentine football officials hired coaches who were familiar with successful European training 

methods and tactics. A more organized style of play, based on an Italian system dubbed 

catenaccio (in reference to defenses organized tightly like chain-links,) had proven successful for 

teams like Internazionale of Milan and others in Europe.  Coupled with scientific approaches to 

physical training, systems like catenaccio seemed like a necessary replacement for a criollo (or 

native) style of football—based on deception, guile, and individuality—derived from the streets 

of Buenos Aires.6 Implicit in this shift was a sense that laziness and complacency permeated 

Argentine football, leading to international failure and lower attendance at matches. Poor 

performances at the 1958 and 1962 World Cup shattered the myth of Argentine superiority in 

                                                
4    Luis Alberto Romero, A History of Argentina in the Twentieth Century (University Park: Pennsylvania State 

University Press, 2002.), 170-171.   
5    Ezequiel Adamovsky, Historia de la clase media argentina: apogeo y decadencia de una ilusión, 1919-2003 

(Buenos Aires: Planeta, 2009), 342-344. 
6    Julio Frydenberg, “Los clubes de fútbol de Buenos Aires en los años veinte,” in Fútbol, historia y política, eds. 

Julio Frydenberg and Rodrigo Daskal (Buenos Aires: Aurelia, 2010), 23-26.  
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international football, and deepened the trend away from traditional Argentine approaches to 

football and toward the adoption of the latest European tactics.7  

This dissertation will trace the development of Argentinean football between 1955 and 

1970, as part of a larger shift away from Peronist working-class values and towards the 

modernizing and scientific logic of developmentalism with its emphasis on an allegedly middle-

class ethos. It will examine how the international gaze affected Argentine attitudes towards 

society and their football, as well as draw connections between the sudden rise in fan violence 

and the failure of developmentalist projects. I will argue that the desire to reform Argentinean 

football—along European lines—reflected an aspiration for the international community to 

recognize Argentina as a modern and developed country following years of relative insularity 

under Perón. Ramsey’s “animal” comment, alongside fan disorders at stadiums, caused 

consternation among Argentine journalists and politicians. The portrayal of Argentineans as 

savages undermined middle-class principles of order and civility, threatening official efforts to 

project an image of success and gain international respectability. 

Research Questions 

Few countries have employed football as an integral element of national identity to the 

degree that Argentine intellectuals, politicians, and writers exhibited throughout the twentieth 

century. As sociologist Pablo Alabarces pointed out, the construction of national identity in 

Argentina was often in juxtaposition to the “other”—which shifted depending on the time period 

                                                
7    Roberto Di Giano, “Avatares de la modernización en el fútbol argentino” in Deporte y sociedad, eds. Pablo 

Alabarces, Roberto Di Giano, and Julio Frydenberg (Buenos Aires: Eudeba, 1998), 101-102. Di Giano attributes 
this scientific-based modern approach to a larger anti-Peronist sentiment that encouraged “el olvido y 
desmemoria” (absence of memory). Criollo-style football represented the past and was thus non grata. I am not 
sure that enough evidence exists to support such a conclusion, but it would not be surprising to find football 
officials willing to please anti-Peronist officials in power. See Roberto Di Giano, El fútbol y las 
transformaciones del peronismo (Buenos Aires: Leviatán, 2005), 12. 
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but always seemed to involve the cultures of Western Europe.8 This is not unlike similar 

constructions of national identity elsewhere in the hemisphere, whether Brazil looked toward 

Portugal, the United States to England and France, or Mexico looked in the direction of Spain.  

A transnational construction of national identity through football also took place in the 

Southern Cone. Argentina, along with Uruguay and Brazil, constructed a criollo footballing 

identity in relation to an imagined “other.” In the Argentine case, England served as an ethnic 

and linguistic opposite, but more importantly as the civilized “master” or “teacher” of the sport.9 

By the 1930s, finishing in second place to Uruguay in the 1928 Olympics, as well as the first 

World Cup held in 1930, fostered a belief in Argentina (and Uruguay) that the “students” had 

surpassed their teachers. This is why Ramsey’s words as England team manager carried weight 

among Argentines in 1966, and why football matches between the two countries always 

mattered. 

Through an examination of reform programs in Argentine football and society between 

1955 and 1970, my dissertation will seek answers to several key questions. First and foremost, 

was the impetus behind reform initiatives in football, as well as the increase in fan violence, a 

result of the widening divide between the lower and middle classes? The use of “lower” and 

“middle” to describe large segments of society is somewhat subjective. Even so, the military 

leaders of the 1955 Revolución Libertadora singled out la clase media as the key sector of 

society that could help return stability, modernize the economy and implement antiperonismo. 

                                                
8    Pablo Alabarces, Fútbol y patria: El fútbol y las narrativas de la nación en La Argentina (Buenos Aires: 

Prometeo, 2002), 27-28 and 42-47.    
9    Not only did the British often portray “Latin peoples” as barbarous or savage people in the late nineteenth 

century, the oligarchy of Argentina shared a similar view of the masses. Constructions of national identity 
around mestizaje in Argentina were less biological than in other areas of Latin America. Indians or blacks did 
not figure into the national imagination. Instead, mestizaje referred to the process of assimilation by (largely) 
European immigrants into Argentine culture. Criollos, therefore, symbolized the melting of diverse peoples into 
a singular national identity. The middle-class, then, was an aspiration and the result of assimilation.   



 6 

Ezequiel Adamovsky argues that resentment towards the plebeian masses reflected a reaction to 

the working-class sense of entitlement under Peronist policies. Middle-class citizens looked 

negatively at union leaders’ demands, insubordination by workers toward authority and social 

norms, and the invasion of public spaces by dark-skinned people with uncouth manners.10 As a 

result, anti-Peronism aimed at limiting the influence of labor unions and factory workers by 

elevating the middle class—a sector of society historically ignored by politicians but central to 

the construction of a civilized and “European-like” Argentina. I hypothesize that the tension 

between populist ideas of social justice (or justicialismo,) which contrasted with a middle-class 

valorization of order and stability, explains why stadium disorders gained more prominence in 

media coverage after 1955 and were largely seen as emblematic of the popular classes. This 

tension is on display as tensions also increased between fans and police, who began 

implementing more frequent use of tear gas canisters and hoses to subdue fans. A perception 

developed that Argentine football needed reform and a new modern approach.   

On the other hand, it is plausible that changes in football reflected anti-Peronist 

sentiments against insularity and policies and practices that were counterproductive to the 

country’s development.11 After all, many of Argentina’s top players went on strike in 1949 

demanding higher wages and eventually left the country to play in more lucrative leagues. The 

players’ strike led to a decline in revenue and a blemish on the reputation of Argentine football 

during the 1950s—after a “golden era” of record crowds and club profits.12  So, who (or what) 

did football club directors and the AFA largely respond to? Were officials more influenced to 
                                                
10  Adamovsky, Historia de la clase media argentina: apogeo y decadenciad de una ilusión, 1919-2003. (Buenos 

Aires: Planeta, 2009), 254-255 and 266-267.  
11  Pablo Alabarces, Ramiro Coelho, and Juan Sanguinetti, “Treacheries and Traditions in Argentinean Football 

Styles: the Story of Estudiantes de la Plata” in Fear and Loathing in World Football, eds. Gary Armstrong and 
Richard Giulianotti (New York: Berg, 2001), 237-239. 

12  Mariana Conde, “La invención del hincha en la Prensa periódica” in Hinchas, eds. Pablo Alabarces, et al 
(Buenos Aires: Prometeo, 2006), 22-23.  
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modernize the sport by internal demands (team performance, dwindling ticket sales, disorders) or 

external pressures (success of foreign teams, intellectual discussions on the state of football, 

reputation of Argentine football)? Could politicians dictate club policies, or did they simply 

imagine that they could direct football affairs? Put simply, did football’s popularity transcend the 

political climate of Argentina? 

Tensions between middle and lower classes reflected a struggle over cultural hegemony 

in the post-Perón era, which leads to a series of subordinate questions dealing with the sudden 

rise in fan violence. Why did fan violence in Argentina shift from spontaneous disorders to 

organized action? Since the emergence of football in Argentina, passionate supporters of the 

clubs—hinchas—often gained a reputation for excessive behavior directed at perceived 

injustices on the field. By 1970, however, extreme behavior became more commonplace and 

hooligan groups (popularly referred to as barras brava) began to garner notoriety.13 What began 

in the late 1960s as orchestrated attacks against rival fans and police officers, has since spiraled 

into more sophisticated operations involving drugs, blackmail, and political influence.14 Fan 

violence is a growing area of interest among scholars. It also offers several lines of inquiry 

involving social unrest, reactions to authoritarian measures, and the failure of Frondizi’s 

developmentalist plan to bridge class divide through middle class culture. Lastly, did the rise in 

fan violence foment class distinctions among hinchas? These questions can lead us to a better 

understanding of who typically attended football matches between 1955 and 1970, and if any 

divisions developed between fans.  

                                                
13  Daniel Salerno, “Apología, estigma y represión: los hinchas televisados del fútbol” in Hinchas, eds. Pablo 

Alabarces, et al (Buenos Aires: Prometeo, 2006), 129-130. 
14  José Garriga Zucal and Daniel Salerno, “Estadios, hinchas y rockeros: variaciones sobre el aguante” in 

Resistencias y Mediaciones, eds. Pablo Alabarces and Maria Graciela Rodriguez (Buenos Aires: Paidos, 2008), 
71. Zucal and Salerno offer an in-depth analysis of aguante—the corporal combat some hinchas initiated beyond 
the typical, heated rhetoric of passionate fans. 
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A second set of subordinate questions deals with foreign perceptions of Argentina and its 

football. To what extent did the international gaze shape developmentalist policies and football 

reforms? Ramsey’s characterization of Argentine players as “animals” is a bit perplexing upon 

further inspection. After 1966, the British press recycled Ramsey’s characterization of Argentine 

barbarism whenever squads from both countries faced each other in tightly contested matches. 

To be sure, these matches often turned violent and led to the expulsion of players on both sides. 

Just like the 1966 match with England, Argentine players, coaches, and journalists were quick to 

point out that the English, in fact, committed as many fouls.15 But, if Argentine players adopted 

European training methods and tactical play, why did this change in approach lead to violent 

behavior solely by Argentinean players? Or, was a rough Argentinean style of play exaggerated 

by Europeans expecting a more fanciful “Latin” approach to football? In other words, did 

Ramsey’s words reflect an old perception of “Latin temper” and barbarism? Consequently, these 

questions will help us understand how Argentines perceived of themselves after 1955. One 

particularly interesting issue is how social changes and foreign perceptions affected notions of 

masculinity. Did players’ concept of what it mean to be a “man” shift between 1955 and 1970, as 

teams garnered a reputation for playing an overly physical style? The irony in all of these 

questions is that the label of “animals” stuck with Argentine teams only after they adopted a 

European focus on physicality and rough tactics. 

Where this research fits in 

The study of football has increasingly gained attention among academics. Up until the 

                                                
15  Articles that appealed to a sense of justice, fairness, and a perceived foreign bias against Argentine (or more 

widely Latin) players appear in numerous instances. Other articles highlighted foreign press accounts that 
criticized Argentine teams for rough play, perhaps as evidence of foreign bias. La Prensa, 7/24/1966, p. 12-13; 
Clarín, 10/20/1967, p. 31, 11/06/1967, p. 4; La Nación, 10/20/1967, p. 13, 11/06/1967, p. 20, 10/17/1968, p. 16, 
10/10/1969, pg. 20, 10/24/1967, pg. 8. 
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1980s, most publications on the history of football were largely left to journalists, who provided 

a cursory overview for general readers and valuable facts and figures.16 Studies on football have 

since provided fertile ground for scholars seeking to better understand transformative processes 

in Latin America during the twentieth century. Across Latin America, sociologists and 

anthropologists have led the way in exploring football and its role in shaping national and 

cultural identity. Chief among these scholars were Alabarces and Eduardo Archetti, both of 

whom viewed the study of football as an important approach toward understanding Argentinean 

society. Their explorations of football’s role in developing a national imagination, generating 

constructions like fútbol criollo, and shaping ideas about masculinity influenced much of the 

subsequent scholarship.  

While historians have traditionally written less on Argentine football, a proliferation of 

research over the last decade has been useful in contextualizing changes in football—particularly 

during the formative period. Some historians have focused on the effects of political and 

economic change on the sport. Joseph Arbena, in studying football and politics during the 1978 

World Cup, found that the military junta used the event to mobilize mass emotions in the hopes 

of raising their own profile. The junta soon discovered, however, that fostering nationalism and 

raising expectations could prove fatal to their own survival.17 Football also appears quite 

frequently within Peronist historiography—particularly in reference to the Eva Perón youth 

tournaments and Perón’s use of sports for political propaganda.18 Perhaps due to the prominent 

                                                
16  Bill Murray, The World’s Game: a History of Soccer (Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 1998), 201-202. 
17  Joseph L. Arbena, “Generals and Goles: Assessing the Connection Between the Military and Soccer in   

Argentina” International Journal of the History of Sport (7: 1, 1990), 120. 
18  An early contribution was Donna Guy’s chapter entitled “Patriotic Prostitutes” in Sex and Danger: Prostitution, 

Family and Nation in Buenos Aires (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1991). Ranaan Rein’s “’El Primer 
Deportista’: The Political Use and Abuse of Sport in Peronist Argentina” in The International Journal of the 
History of Sport (15: 2, 1998) and Mariano Ben Plotkin’s chapter entitled “The ‘Peronization’ of Women and 
Youth” in Mañana es San Perón: A Cultural History of Perón’s Argentina (Wilmington: Scholarly Resources, 
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role of anthropology and sociology in football scholarship, the vast majority of work on football 

addresses the cultural history of Argentina. Particular attention has been paid to the first decades 

of football and how the sport helped to construct local and national identities.19  Julio 

Frydenberg’s recent publication, Historia social del fútbol, is a valuable contribution to our 

understanding of the daily lives and customs of porteños. In an age of rapid urbanization and the 

professionalization of football, Frydenberg suggests that the barrios and its football fields 

became sites for the dual process of homogenization and social mobility. This was possible 

because football transcended class divisions, became a part of political culture, and became an 

integral part of masculine identity. Frydenberg’s research, then, provides some historical context 

for Archetti and Alabarces’s analyses of how Argentinidad, or “Argentineanness,” developed.  

Frydenberg also believes that much remains to be said about the role of football in 

shaping Argentine history after 1955. In particular, little attention has been paid to two areas: the 

increase in fan violence (which coincided with the end of the Perón era) and the shift from the 

hegemonic criollo style to the “scientific” system of the 1960s.20 This dissertation will employ a 

similar approach to Brenda Elsey’s examination of neighborhood football clubs in Chile and 

their connection to wider political processes between 1948 and 1960. She argued that football 

clubs, as civic associations, helped to integrate working-class club members into larger political 

discussions. The barrio football hero elevated working-class virtues of ingenuity, solidarity, and 

                                                                                                                                                       
2003) also offer an excellent analysis of sports under Perón. Whether it is seen from a gendered or cultural view, 
these chapters demonstrate that football touched multiple sectors of society and affected political decisions. 

19  See Matthew Karush, “National Identity in the Sports Pages: Football and the Mass Media in 1920s Buenos 
Aires,” in The Americas 60 (2003), 11-32; Brenda Elsey, “The Independent Republic of Football: the Politics of 
Neighborhood Clubs in Santiago, Chile, 1948-1960,” in Journal of Social History 42 (2009), 605-630; Julio 
Frydenberg and Rodrigo Daskal, eds., Fútbol, historia y política (Buenos Aires: Aurelia, 2010); and upcoming 
works by Joel Horowitz and Jeffrey Richey (Ph.D. dissertation) on race, identity, and local football clubs in the 
1920s and 1930s. 

20  Julio Frydenberg, Historia social del fútbol: del amateurismo al profesionalización (Buenos Aires: Siglo 
Veintiuno, 2011), 269-271. 
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political militancy, while helping to frame social injustices on a national scale. Neighborhood 

football clubs, in turn, functioned as local sites of sociability during a period of working-class 

radicalization.21  I will show that Perón exploited similar associations between working-class 

virtues and football in Argentina, but anti-Peronist policies and developmentalist reforms 

challenged the hegemony of the traditional criollo style. As a consequence, football reformers 

targeted working-class values and attributed stadium disorders to behavior one would expect 

from the “masses.”  Therefore, it would not be surprising to find class tensions at the root of 

stadium riots and the emergence of the barras brava after 1955.  

Global football scholarship over the last few decades has shed some light on 

hooliganism—notably in Europe.22 A group of British sociologists during the 1980s—known as 

the Leicester school—explored the relationship between hooliganism, masculinity, and working-

class neighborhoods.23 Although some criticized them for ignoring middle-class involvement in 

hooligan firms (or groups), their work still serves as a starting point for scholarly work on 

organized fan violence. Two other British sociologists, Vic Duke and Liz Crolley, provided a 

comparative analysis between violent fan behavior in Argentinean and English stadiums. Unlike 

England, they found that hooliganism in Argentina was more pervasive and politically connected 

                                                
21   Elsey, “The Independent Republic of Football”, 606 and 624. 
22   Among notable contributions to European football to appear in recent years are Robert Edelman’s Spartak 

Moscow: A History of the People’s Game in a Workers’ State (2009) and Laurent DuBois’ Soccer Empire: The 
World Cup and the Future of France (2011) 

23  John Williams, “Who You Calling a Hooligan?,” in Hooligan Wars: Causes and Effects of Football Violence, 
ed. Mark Perryman (Edinburgh: Mainstream, 2001), 46. Over the last decades, memoirs by ex-hooligans have 
become popular publications in the United Kingdom. Notable books include Bill Buford’s Among the Thugs, 
Colin Ward and Steve Hickmott’s Armed for the Match, Steve Cowens’ Blade Business Crew, David Jones and 
Tony Rivers’ Soul Crew, Dougie Brimson’s Barmy Army, and Jay Allen’s Bloody Casuals. John Williams also 
wrote Hooligans Abroad with Eric Dunning and Patrick Murphy in 1984 and it continues to influence the study 
of hooligans and foreign perceptions of violent fan groups.  
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due to the infrastructure of clubs that predated popular political processes.24 Archetti and 

Amílcar Romero were among the first to solely study football disorders in Argentina. Addressing 

the findings of the Leicester school, they used the history of fan violence in Argentina to show 

that differences between physical violence and aggressive behavior have been absent from 

debates on hooliganism. In Argentina, football not only reflected society and culture, it actually 

modeled pervasive social, economic, and political issues.25  

This dissertation will center on two such issues: the failure of Frondizi’s developmentalist 

program to create order and stability (as evidenced continual confrontations between fans and 

authorities) and the weight of foreign perceptions of Argentina in shaping reforms in football. 

Popular cultural activities like football are often relegated to studies of the working-class, yet 

prices for match tickets, team merchandise, and club memberships were affordable for middle-

class families. In addition, televisions became markers of social mobility and staples of middle-

class homes. The omission of la clase media not only leaves a gap in the study of football, but 

also fails to address challenges to middle-class culture.        

Chapter Organization & Sources 

 Introduction  

The Introduction will establish the theoretical framework, address relevant secondary 

literature, and explain how this dissertation will contribute to the study of football and Argentine 

                                                
24  Vic Duke and Liz Crolley, “Football Spectator Behaviour in Argentina: a Case of Separate Evolution,” The 

Sociological Review 44 (1996): 275-276 and 280-282. Publications about hooliganism have become very 
popular in the United Kingdom over the last few decades. In Latin American studies, the works of 
journalist/scholar Amilcar Romero on Argentine fan violence, as well as sociologist Roger Magazine’s recent 
ethnographic study on Mexican barras brava in Golden and Blue Like My Heart: Masculinity, Youth, and Power 
Among Soccer Fans in Mexico City (2007), are among the more in-depth treatment of the subject. 

25  Amilcar Romero and Eduardo Archetti, “Death and Violence in Argentinian Football” in Football, Violence, and 
Social Identity, eds. Richard Giulianotti, Norman Bonney and Mike Hepworth (New York: Routledge, 1994), 
45-49. 
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cultural history. Largely influenced by Italian theorist Antonio Gramsci, I will also draw on other 

views concerning Gramscian ideas about relationships of power and hegemony. Class tensions, 

as well as the debates between proponents of modernization and traditionalism, show that 

hegemony was challenged within the specific framework of developmentalism. Florencia 

Mallon’s characterization of hegemony in Peasant and Nation is particularly useful in evaluating 

whether constitutional democratic governments were ever successful in bridging classes under 

developmentalist programs. Eric Hobsbawm’s works on rebellion and social banditry is a good 

starting point for examining organized violence and hooliganism. I will locate this dissertation 

within the historiography of Argentine football and analyze potential areas for future exploration. 

 Chapter 1 » The Professionalization, Politicization, and Popularity of Football, 1880-1955 

This chapter will summarize the history of Argentine football, from its early roots to the 

“golden years” during the Perón era. Scholarship has largely maintained that Argentina 

developed a uniquely national style of football. Yet, journalists in Buenos Aires (notably from El 

Gráfico) were largely responsible for constructing this criollo style. Scholarship has often echoed 

the idea that criollo football embodied the entire nation; yet, tensions between porteño and 

provincial football were also present from the outset.26 By taking a closer look at who embodied 

the criollo player, and conversely who was not included, we can gain a better understanding of 

the politicization of the sport—particularly under Perón. Sources for this chapter include 

newspapers from Buenos Aires and provincial cities, sports journals and magazines, relevant 

secondary material, and government records up to 1955. These materials can be found at archival 

                                                
26  Jeff Richey, “Region, Federalism, and the Idea of an Argentine National Soccer Team, 1916-1930” (paper 

presented at the annual conference of the American Historical Association, Boston, Massachusetts, January 6-9, 
2011. Richey points to the porteño description of the provincial player as “el chacarero futbolero,” who 
embodied both civilized and uncivilized traits. For their part, provincial players and fans were upset about the 
preferential treatment porteño teams received—both in the national leagues and when prestigious foreign teams 
came to play against Argentina’s best (but never leaving Buenos Aires.) 



 14 

locations but I will also explore city, provincial, and federal government offices in Buenos Aires. 

The Museo Eva Perón also holds a significant collection of resources on Peronist sports. A 

combination of political and journalistic sources will allow me to examine the history of fan 

participation and violence in Argentinean football, as well as how officials used football to 

appeal to different segments in society.  

 Chapter 2 » Argentina at a crossroads: rethinking identity in the post–Perón era, 1955–1959  

In this chapter I will examine links between reform efforts in football and government 

aimed at turning the page on Peronism. When the military took power in 1955, it initially 

enforced strict anti-Peronist measures and ostracized anyone linked to the old regime—creating 

sharp class divisions. The election of Arturo Frondizi, in 1958, introduced a promising plan of 

desarollo that offered a moderate and alternative approach to the Peronist/anti-Peronist divide. 

Perón’s fall also meant that football teams could re-emerge after a period of insularity; 

unfortunately, a disastrous performance at the 1958 World Cup prompted football officials to 

openly question traditional approaches to training and the effectiveness of the criollo style. By 

examining records from club teams and the Argentine Football Association (AFA), I will 

examine what effect, if any, Frondizi’s policies had on football operations and the middle-class. 

Congressional records will provide clarity on how proscription and developmentalist initiatives 

targeted the middle class as an instrumental agent of change. 

 Chapter 3 » Reform and Unrest in the Age of Frondizi, 1958–1962  

This chapter will analyze how a failure to achieve stated objectives affected reform 

efforts in government and football. By 1962, attempts to modernize the economy showed little 

progress and only deepened divisions in society. Although universities gained prominence, under 

developmentalism, as centers of free thought and progress, student groups joined labor unions 
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(partly) in opposition to policies aimed at the working-class.27 Politicians, intellectuals, and 

scholars continued to focus on the middle-class, whose model representation was el ejecutivo: 

the well-dressed executive product of social mobility. At the same time, a New Left emerged—

inspired by the Cuban revolution—to challenge the hegemony of a culture they deemed out of 

touch with social realities. At the same time, AFA officials turned toward modern European 

coaching methods in order to improve Argentine football ahead of the 1962 World Cup in 

neighboring Chile. When the national team once again failed to achieve success in Chile, public 

opinion became divided between those who called for patience with the new catenaccio approach 

and traditionalists who questioned the wisdom of abandoning criollo football. Newspapers, 

popular magazines, and writings by intellectuals will provide insight into class conflicts and 

disenchantment with frondizismo. I will also look at media coverage, police records, and other 

government documents in order to understand why stadium violence increased on how tensions 

between fans and authorities escalated during these years.  

 Chapter 4 » Readjustment: the failure of el desarollo and it meant for football, 1962–1966 

I will look at a period when the modernist reform movements in football and government 

took varying paths. Although the military provided room for constitutional democratic 

governments, it ultimately took brief control over government in 1963 and established an 

outright dictatorship in 1966. Policies enacted under Frondizi, particularly its lifting of the 

proscription on Peronism, unnerved conservative factions in society. By readmitting Peronists 

into the electoral process, establishing tentative diplomatic relations with communist Cuba, and 

failing to lift a stagnant economy, enough sectors of society came to view democracy as weak 

and ineffectual by 1966. Just weeks after the coup that brought General Juan Carlos Onganía into 
                                                
27  Lucas Rubinich, “La modernización cultural y la irrupción de la sociología” in Nueva historia argentina tomo 9: 

violencia, proscripción y autoritarismo, ed. Daniel James (Buenos Aires: Sudamericana, 2003), 248-251.   
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power, Argentineans held renewed hope for the national team after decisively defeating Brazil 

and England two years earlier. The 1966 World Cup provided a perfect stage to show foreign 

observers, especially host- country England, that the Argentine player could once again perfect a 

European approach to football.28 Instead, a loss to England once again led to disappointment but 

was overshadowed by Alf Ramsey’s controversial statement—shifting the debate away from the 

effectiveness of reform policies. Politicians, officials, and journalists were quick to decry what 

they saw as an injustice.29 They juxtaposed Argentine “nobility” with English “arrogance.” The 

focus in this chapter is the press, but I will continue to look at club records, as well as footage of 

football matches and political speech (or at least propaganda,) to help explain why football 

reforms persisted while developmentalism eventually failed to bridge class divides  

 Chapter 5 » “Success, but at what cost?”: a return to normalcy, 1967–1970  

I will assess the consequences of success for Argentinean club teams on the world stage 

between 1967 and 1969. First Racing Club, then Estudiantes, became champions of South 

America and defeated the European champions in the International Cup between 1967 and 1969. 

Employing a hard-nosed and often overly aggressive style, Racing and Estudiantes achieved the 

success that long escaped Argentine football but they also gained a reputation for violence on the 

field.30 Argentine and foreign sports writers came to admit that Ramsey’s “animal” statement 

rang true. Examination of press coverage during this period shows that sporting success failed to 

coalesce opinion behind the new approach to football. For some, success was secondary to how 

victory was achieved; it was better to lose playing “good” football than win using “bad” tactics. 

                                                
28  Galeano, Fútbol en sol y sombra, 218. Galeano noted that the tournament was largely defined by the catenaccio 

style—seen a model of success in Europe. This led to a World Cup short on attacking football and full of teams 
employing a defensive mindset. 

29  Alabarces, Coelho, and Sanguinetti, “Treacheries and Traditions,” 239-240. 
30  Ibid., 242-243. 
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The dirty play Estudiantes demonstrated in 1969 led Onganía to order the arrest of several 

players and included the life-long ban of one Estudiantes team member. This chapter will 

continue to focus on press coverage to show the difference of opinion between traditionalists and 

reformers. I will also highlight relevant overseas press coverage to assess the influence of foreign 

perceptions in shaping Argentine attitudes towards themselves and the nation as a whole.  

 Chapter 6 » Transformations in class & masculine identity among football fans, 1955-1970  

In this chapter, I will seek to understand the class makeup of fans at the stadiums. Did 

clear divisions exist within stadiums by 1955? When did certain teams come to be fully 

associated with “working-class” or “middle-class” fans? Prior to the presidency of Juan Perón, 

football attracted spectators across the social spectrum but ticket prices left many of Argentina’s 

poorer citizens from attending matches. Under Perón, the government policy was to expand 

opportunities for working-class participation in public spectacles, as evidenced by record 

attendances at football matches, theatre performances, and cinema houses. I will once again turn 

to documents from the Peronist era to assess the government’s policies in incorporating workers 

into popular cultural activities. The main objective, however, is to examine the effect of anti-

Peronism on working and middle-class spectators after 1955. I will turn to public images of 

footballers, advertisements, press coverage, football in the media (TV, radio, music) and club 

policies to examine changes in notions of masculinity and class between 1955 and 1970. 

 Chapter 7 » Organizing Violence in Argentinean football, 1955-1970 

Chapter 7 will look at how violence shifted from spontaneous behavior to organized 

actions by rival fan groups—the beginnings of the infamous barras brava. Throughout society, 

this era also marked a decisive turn towards student and labor protests, such as the Cordobazo, 

and the rise of terrorist guerrilla groups. My focus will center on how authorities dealt with 
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violence in and out of the football stadium, and to what degree did measures to establish order 

led to more pronounced antagonism. I will look specifically at changes in match day rituals (such 

as the types of chants heard at stadiums), police tactics aimed at subduing unrest, and media 

coverage of incidents like fan deaths and stadium disasters (most notably Puerta 12 in 1967). I 

will once again examine periodicals, police reports, legislative measures, and club records in 

order to understand how violence affected identity and perceptions of Argentine football.   

Throughout this dissertation, I will examine portrayals of football in popular films, 

music, theatre, and literature. As a social construct, football should not be analyzed in isolation 

from other forms of popular culture. While this is not a dissertation on the Argentine middle-

class, these forms of entertainment were all part of the daily lives of la clase media and can help 

contextualize football’s role in social transformations. I will also consult with Argentine scholars 

in order to schedule interviews with former journalists, players, coaches, and intellectuals that 

can shed light on the state of football in the 1960s. One contact has already been established in 

the United States, but the majority of these interviews will take place in 2012.  

 Epilogue  

The Epilogue takes a brief look at the next fifteen years, when the debate over modern 

and traditional approaches to football remain unsettled—despite Argentina’s World Cup 

victories in 1978 and 1986. Central to this era was the hosting of the 1978 World Cup and the 

emergence of the quintessential criollo player: Diego Maradona—whose craftiness and 

individual flair embarrassed English defenders in a memorable World Cup match in 1986. His 

performance achieved some measure of vindication for Argentine football and perhaps buried the 

image of “animals” that Ramsey’s words shaped across several decades. 
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Appendix A: Timeline

July 2011  

 

July-August 2011  

September–December 2011 

 

 

January–April 2012 

 

 

May–August 2012 

 

 

August–December 2012  

 

December 2012–January 2013  

 

 

January–March 2013 

 

April 2013 

May 2013       

 

• Exploratory research of archives in 

Argentina. 

• Edit, finalize, and submit Prospectus. 

• First phase of research in Buenos Aires—

chapters 2-7. Draft and submit chapters 2 

(and 3). Possibly conduct initial interviews. 

• Research periodicals at US Library of 

Congress (chapters 2-7). Draft chapters (3) 4 

& 5. Finalize edits on chapter 2. 

• Second phase of research in Buenos Aires 

(filling holes). Final edits chapter 3. Conduct 

interviews. 

• Draft and submit chapters 6 & 7. Finalize 

edits for chapters 4 & 5. 

• Final research in Buenos Aires/ US Library of 

Congress. Finalize edits for chapter 6. Draft 

and submit Chapter 1 & epilogue. 

• Format paper and review bibliography. 

Finalize edits for chapters 1 & 7 and epilogue. 

• Final edits and manuscript preparation. 

• Defend dissertion
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Appendix B: Proposed Table of Contents 

 Introduction 

 Chapter 1 » A brief history of Argentine football: professionalization, politicization, and the 

masses as vital social actors, 1880-1955 

 Chapter 2 » Argentina at a crossroads: rethinking identity in the post–Perón era, 1955–1959  

 Chapter 3 » Failure at accommodation: the failure of the criollo style of play on the 

international stage and the rise of social protests, 1958–1962  

 Chapter 4 » Readjustment and unrest: the apex and fall of modernist projects in government 

and society, and the consequences of the 1966 World Cup, 1962–1966 

 Chapter 5 » “Success, but at what cost?”: a return to normalcy, 1966–1969  

 Chapter 6 » Growing class divisions and changes in masculine identity in football  

 Chapter 7 » Organizing Violence on-and-off the field 

 Epilogue  
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Appendix C: Sources 

Primary Sources 
Archives 
Washington, D.C., U.S. Library of Congress, Serial and Government Publications Division. 
———, Prints and Photographs Division. 
Archivo General de la Nación, Buenos Aires. 
Biblioteca Nacional de Argentina, Buenos Aires. 
Biblioteca del Congreso de la Nación, Buenos Aires. 
Biblioteca del Centro de Periodistas del Deporte, Buenos Aires. 
Biblioteca del Museo Eva Perón, Buenos Aires. 
Biblioteca de la Asociación de Fútbol de Argentina, Buenos Aires. 
Museo de la Ciudad, Buenos Aires. 
Museo Histórico de Buenos Aires Cornelio de Saavedra. 
Various football club teams-club records and Memoria y Balances. 
 
Newspapers and Periodicals 
Argentinean newspapers (1945 to 1978) 
Clarín, Buenos Aires. 
El Mundo, Buenos Aires. 
La Prensa, Buenos Aires. 
La Razón, Buenos Aires. 
Democracia, Buenos Aires. 
La Mañana de Santa Fé, Santa Fé.  
La Nación, Buenos Aires. 
 
Argentinean sports magazines (1945 to 1978) 

El Gráfico, Buenos Aires. 
Goles, Buenos Aires. 
Mundo Deportivo, Buenos Aires. 
Revista Boca Juniors. Buenos Aires. 
 
Sound Recordings & Lyrics 
Gardel, Carlos. “Patadura.” By Enrique Carrera Sotelo and José López Ares. Patadura. Odeon, 

1928. MP3. 
http://www.todotango.com/spanish/las_obras/Tema.aspx?id=V+dFB5wBIug=  

———. “Largue a esa mujica.” By Juan Sarcione. Largue a esa mujica. Odeon, 1929. 
http://www.todotango.com/spanish/las_obras/Tema.aspx?id=mo7vrt1PtMI=  

Los Piojos. “Maradó.” Tercer arco. DBM, 1996. MP3. http://letras.terra.com.br/los-
piojos/201377/  
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Orquesta Alfredo Gobbi. “La número cinco.” By Reinaldo Yiso and Orestes Cúfaro. 1947/1957. 
RCA-Victor, 1957. MP3. 
http://www.todotango.com/spanish/las_obras/Tema.aspx?id=p0YUMCftfyU=  

Orquesta Ángel D’Agostino. “Racing Club.” By Vicente Greco and Carlos Pesce. Con Vargas y 
otros 1943/1963. RCA-Victor, 1963 (originally recorded in 1946). MP3. 
http://www.todotango.com/english/las_obras/letra.aspx?idletra=27  

Orquesta Ricardo Tanturi. “El sueño del pibe.” By Reinaldo Yiso and Juan Puey. El sueño del 
pibe. RCA-Victor, 1945. MP3. 
http://www.todotango.com/spanish/las_obras/Tema.aspx?id=DD46X+XesTg=  

Orquesta Roberto Firpo. “Cero a cero.” By Venancio Clauso. De vuelta al pago. Odeon, 1940 
(originally recorded in 1935). MP3. 
http://www.todotango.com/spanish/las_obras/Tema.aspx?id=xNx65YFTaDQ=  

Rivero, Edmundo. “Gol argentino.” By Hector  Marcó. Viejo Baldío. Polygram, 1978 (originally 
recorded in 1961). MP3. 
http://www.todotango.com/spanish/las_obras/Tema.aspx?id=5ZfRFFVg4r0=  

Spinetta, Luis Alberto. “La bengala perdida. Tester de Violencia. BMG, 1988. MP3. 
http://www.rock.com.ar/letras/2/2418.shtml and http://www.goear.com/listen/c637a04/la-
bengala-perdida-luis-alberto-spinetta 

 
Films, Images, and Videos Consulted 

El crack. DVD. Directed by José A. Martínez Suárez. 1960. 
El hijo del crack. DVD. Directed by Leopoldo Torre Nilsson and Leopoldo Torres Ríos. 1953. 
El hincha. DVD. Directed by Manuel Romero. 1951. 
Harrington, Oliver W. “Nothing beats international sports for bringing people together.” Still 

image, 1978. http://www.loc.gov.mutex.gmu.edu/pictures/item/acd1997007027/PP/. 
La fiesta de todos. DVD. Directed by Sergio Renán. 1979. 
Mundial 78: Verdad o mentira. DVD. Directed by Christian Rémoli. 2007. 
Pelota de trapo. Videotape. Directed by Leopoldo Torres Rios. 1948. Buenos Aires, Argentina: 

SIFA, 1997. 
Pelota de cuero.  DVD. Directed by Armando Bo. 1963.  
Puerta 12. DVD. Directed by Pablo Tesoriero. 2008. 
Punch Magazine, or the London Charivari. Barbarians at Play. Nov. 3, 1888. Encyclopædia 

Britannica Online. Web. Accessed 2 Feb. 2010. Modified by author. 
Somos los mejores. DVD. Directed by Federico Padilla. 1968. 
 
Footage of Football Matches Consulted Online  
1966 World Cup Quarter Final England v Argentina, 2009. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W4AakJRRgq0&feature=youtube_gdata_player. 
Celtic v Racing - The Battle of Montevideo (pt 2), 2010. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QEEVruCVnjk&feature=youtube_gdata_player. 
Celtic v Racing - The Battle of Montevideo (pt 3), 2010. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=95jKohSPSDo&feature=youtube_gdata_player. 
Celtic v Racing Club - The Battle of Montevideo (pt 1), 2010. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6J-QtPWmGNU&feature=youtube_gdata_player. 
Celtic v Racing Club Intercontinental Cup 1967 1st Leg, 2009. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DKW8r9qV2GI&feature=youtube_gdata_player. 
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Copa Intercontinental 1969: Estudiantes - AC Milan, 2008. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hbtlOpa2ACQ&feature=youtube_gdata_player. 

Estudiantes v Feyenoord 1970 Intercontinental Cup, 2010. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d8t6TQuGs7I&feature=youtube_gdata_player. 

Manchester United 1-1 Estudiantes de la Plata, 2007. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yjBs6glgrDk&feature=youtube_gdata_player. 

Manchester v Estudiantes - Second leg; part 1, 2010. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IfyTv03enkw&feature=youtube_gdata_player. 

Manchester v Estudiantes - Second leg; part 2, 2010. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8t56zs8kBtc&feature=youtube_gdata_player. 

Manchester v Estudiantes - Second leg; part 3, 2010. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O_qI_Zl55KA&feature=youtube_gdata_player. 

Manchester v Estudiantes - Second leg; part 4, 2010. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cSVwosUu-4U&feature=youtube_gdata_player. 

Manchester v Estudiantes - Second leg; part 5, 2010. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b2SZHxLUm10&feature=youtube_gdata_player. 

Manchester v Estudiantes - Second leg; part 6, 2010. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pk4v6lu0neY&feature=youtube_gdata_player. 

Vergüenza de La Plata. Estudiantes - Milan Copa Intercontinental 1969, 2009. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aXvAoAzpZ4g&feature=youtube_gdata_player. 
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